Applicant’s Strengths and Weaknesses

Please describe the Applicant’s academic strengths and weaknesses:

Dawn is advancing intellectually at a rapid pace. She was a very low birth-weight baby (~4 lbs) and, early on, the prognosis for academic achievement did not look bright. Even after three years of private pre-school and kindergarten, she entered first grade barely reading and doing only the most elementary arithmetic. Now, in the middle of 2nd grade, she is reading avidly and above grade level, her spelling is really pretty good, she’s doing math at least at grade level, and is actively seeking intellectual challenges for the 1st time. For example, she has just started demonstrating an interest in the Discover Channel, Animal Planet, and Nova programs on TV. Although she loves school, she is beginning to complain that it is too easy and looks forward to tests. She is a member of Heatherwood’s math club and is steadily moving up the ranks in the club’s competitions. The development that has taken place in the last year has surprised us, frankly, and it’s one of the principal reasons we are pursuing the application to BCD. We think that she’s on the verge of realizing that she’s “smart” – something that other kids may be able to realize at an earlier age – and that’ll be an exciting revelation to her. The excellent teachers at BCD can help to guide her as she makes this discovery.

Although Dawn’s intellectual development is surprising to us, she has always been musical. She has a lovely singing voice and, so her piano teacher tells us, “perfect pitch” – whatever that is. She takes ballet and gymnastics and dances pretty well, too. So, the strength in the performing arts at BCD is another major attraction to us, as we see Dawn’s interests and talents in music and performance being nurtured and appreciated.

Dawn seems to have a bit of a flair for languages, and has begun to meet weekly with a French tutor in preparation for a summer spent in Paris. The French and Latin programs at BCD are very appealing to us and to her.

Finally, Dawn is interested in writing. When asked what she wants to be when she grows up, she often says “a poet”. The interest is genuine, and some of the writing projects she’s done in school have really been pretty good. The concentration on language arts and writing at BCD we think will resonate with her.

We have already alluded to Dawn’s principal weakness – her intellectual development was delayed due to issues in early childhood related to sensory integration. She is continuing to play catch-up and has trouble concentrating in noisy environments, abstract concepts can elude her, she does not listen as well as we’d like, and her vocabulary remains pretty limited.

Please describe the Applicant’s personal strengths and weaknesses. Address physical, social and emotional aspects:

Dawn is a very sweet person who reaches out frequently to others in need. She’s wonderful with little children and animals, for example. She also has a fierce personality and cannot be pushed around easily. This strength of personality with a soft inter-personal aspect is something we find very attractive in her.  She is more of a care-giver than a natural leader, and, so we understand, is a very good friend and positive influence on her second-grade class.

Her greatest weakness relates to the residual of the sensory integration issues experienced as a small child. She remains easily distractable, and requires a quiet setting to listen carefully and concentrate. The smaller class sizes and relative calm of BCD compared with BVSD schools is yet another reason that BCD appeals to us and to Dawn.

Please describe your goals for the Applicant at Boulder Country Day:

We envision Dawn attending BCD from 3rd through 8th grades. Intellectually, Dawn is making very rapid progress now and we seek a rigorous, nuturing academic environment that will provide encouragement and nourishment with a broad-based curriculum. If current trends continue, we are optimistic that Dawn will be able to excel academically by Middle School. 

The focus of BCD on language arts, generally, including foreign languages, performing and visual arts, and writing are major attractions to us, as we see these strengths as being congruent with Dawn’s tendencies – but, she may surprise us again and develop much greater interests in math and science. 
Please share with us any other information which is pertinent to your child’s application to Boulder Country Day:

We’re actively involved with our children’s education and extracurricular activities, both in school and at home. For example, Dawn’s father is a Physics Professor at CU and founded Heatherwood Mathletes and directed it over the past four years:     


http:/ciei.colorado.edu/heatherwood_mathletes.

The club has more than 70 active “mathletes” between 1st and 5th grades and 10 parent-coaches. Members of the club have participated in the International Math Olympiad for Elementary and Middle Schools and the Rocky Mountain Talent Search, with high achievement in both competitions. During the four years the club has been in existence, the percentage of Heatherwood 5th graders finishing in the Advanced Category on the Math CSAP has more than doubled. So, Dawn’s Dad would be able to bring the experience in leading math clubs to BCD, if there is interest, in addition to a willingness to help with Science Fairs, science and math enrichment, and related activities. 
